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Section 1 - Introduction 

• Purpose of this Program 
    Before and after speech samples  

• The American Sound System 

• Relaxation of the Oral Musculature 

Section 2 - Intonation 

Aspects of Intonation 
Length of Word 

• One Syllable Words 

• Two Syllable Words 

• First Syllable Stress 

• Second Syllable Stress 

• Three Syllable Words 
• First Syllable Stress 

• Second Syllable Stress 

• Third Syllable Stress 

• Four Syllable Words 
• First Syllable Stress 

• Second Syllable Stress 

• Third Syllable Stress 

• Five Syllable Words 

• Second Syllable Stress 
• Third Syllable Stress 

• Fourth Syllable Stress 

• Six Syllable Words 

• Fourth Syllable Stress 

• Word Blending 
• Syllable Reductions 

• Contractions  

• Listing Information 

• Asking Questions: Yes or No? 

• Questions with Downward Inflection 
• Two-part Names 

• Names of Cities and States 

• Compound Nouns 

• Word Pairs 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Section 3 - Pronunciation 

• The American “T” 

• “Y” Insertions Before /u/ 

• The  “L” Sound 

• Initial and Medial “L” 

• Final “L” 
• “L” Blends 

• “L” Blends in the Middle Position 

• The “R” Sound  

• Initial and Medial “R”  

• “R” Blends 

• “R” Blends in the Middle Position 

• Vocalic “R” 

• The “Th” Sound 

• Voiced “Th” [�]  

• Voiceless “Th” [›] 

• The “H” Sound 

• The “V” Sound 

• The “Z” Sound 

• The “S” Blends 

• The “Sh” [•] and “Ch”  [±] Sounds 

• The “J” [®] vs. “Y”  [j ] Sounds 

• “-ng”  [�] Endings 

• The Final “n” Sound 

• Consonant Clusters 

• “-ed” Endings for Past Tense 

• “-s” Endings 

• Vowels 

• The “Ah” Vowel 
Section 4 - Idiomatic Expressions and American 
 Slang 
 
Section 5- Reassessment 

Appendix 1 -Eleven Rules for Syllable Stress in  

           Words 
 

 

                                                                                                               

Medically Speaking: 
Accent Modification for the Medical Profession 

Table of Contents 
 


